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for months. The drought cut off what little crops
they hoped to save, and they must have immediate
help or perish. By far the greater suffering exists
among the whites. Their scanty supplies have
been exhausted, and now they look to the Govern-
ment alone for support. Some are without homes
of any description."

Where the armies had passed, few of the people,
white or black, remained; most of them had been
forced as "refugees " within the Union lines or into
the interior of the Confederacy. Now, along with
the disbanded Confederate soldiers, they came
straggling back to their war-swept homes. It was
estimated, in December, 1865, that in the States of
Alabama, Mississippi, and-Georgia, there were five
hundred thousand white people who were without
the necessaries of life; numbers died from lack of
food. Within a few months relief agencies were
at work. In the North, especially in the border
States and in New York, charitable organizations
collected and forwarded great quantities of sup-
plies to the negroes and to the whites in the hill
and mountain counties. The reorganized state and
local governments sent food from the unravaged
portions of the Black Belt to the nearest white
counties, and the army commanders gave some